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BOROUGH  OF  HARTLEPOOL 


Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee. 


January  to  April,  1961. 

The  Mayor  (Councillor  Mrs.  M. 

E.  Smith) 

Chairman  The  Mayor,  Coun. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Smith 

Deputy  Chairman  Aid.  C. 

Chambers 

Alderman — F.  Jacques 

Councillors — J.  I.  Boagey 

Mrs.  D.  Charlton 
W.  W.  Emerson 
J.  W.  Hall 
S.  L.  Harrison 
H.  Lightfoot 
D.  L.  Todd 
B.  Wells 


May  to  December,  1961. 

The  Mayor  (Alderman  T.  T. 

Aird) 

Chairman  Coun. 

D.  Richmond 

Deputy  Chairman  Coun. 

Mrs.  D.  Charlton 

Aldermen — C,  Chambers 

F.  Windebank 

Councillors — W.  W.  Emerson 
S.  L.  Harrison 
F.  Jacques 
W.  C.  Pounder 
Mrs.  M.  E,  Smith 
D.  L.  Todd 
D.  Waller 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

L.  R.  BENHAM,  M.B.,  B.S.(Melb.),  D.P.H.(Lond.). 

Public  Health  Inspector,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector  : 

G.  A.  WARD,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Certificate  of  R.S.H.  and  Public  Health  Inspectors  Joint  Board. 
Certificate  of  R.S.H.  as  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 
Certificate  of  R.S.H.  as  Smoke  Inspector. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

BRIAN  GIBSON  COLLINSON,  M.A.P.H.I. 
Certificate  of  R.S.H.  and  Public  Health  Inspectors  Joint  Board. 
Certificate  of  R.S.H.  as  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurse  : 

Miss  A.  BENDELOW,  S.R.N.,  H.V.,  Cert.  S.C.M. 

Miss  BUCHANAN,  S.R.N.,  H.V.,  Cert.  S.C.M. 

Miss  HOOD,  S.R.N. 

Clerks  : 

Mr.  N.  POUNDER 
Mrs.  M.  SANDERSON 
Miss  J.  A.  PALLISTER 


Health  Department, 

Frederic  Street , 

Hartlepool. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1961. 

The  Birth  Rate  has  fallen  and  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  also. 

The  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough  was  low  but  this  was 
an  epidemic  year  for  measles. 

There  was  a small  rise  in  the  number  of  persons  immunised 
against  poliomyelitis. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  R.  BENHAM. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  and  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  of  the  AREA 


Area  (Acres) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,841 

Population  (estimated  mid- 1961)  ..  ..  ..  17,710 

Population  (Census,  1961)  ..  ..  ..  ..  17,674 

Rateable  Value  . . . . . . . . . . . . £209,834 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  . . . . . . . . £8 20 

Total  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  complete  at 

31st  December,  1961  . . . . . . . . 5,210 

Total  Number  of  New  Houses  completed  in  1961 

by  Council  with  subsidy  . . . . . . 124 

by  private  builders  . . . . . . . . 8 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  : 

Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factors  : — 

Births  0.91.  Deaths  1 . 38. 

M.  F.  Total 

Live  births — legitimate  150  161  311 

illegitimate  4 5 9 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population — 

Crude  18.07 

Adjusted  16.44 

Illegitimate  births  as  a % of  live  births  . . 2.8 

Still-birth  rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births — - 


Still-births  per  1 ,000 

..  18.4 

Infantile  Mortality  Rates — 

Total  rate  for  all  infant  deaths 

per  1,000  live  births 

Under  1 year 

..  18.7 

legitimate 

..  19.3 

illegitimate 

nil. 

Neo-Natal  Rate — 

Under  4 weeks 

..  12.5 

Early  Neo-Natal  Rate — 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  under  1 

week  per  1 ,000  9 . - 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000 

live  and  still  births 

(still-births  and  deaths  during 

first  week)  36.8 

Maternity  Mortality  Rate — 

No.  of  Deaths  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  Nil 
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These  rates  are  calculaied  on  small  figures  i.e.  total  births  320 
and  total  Infant  deaths  6 for  the  year  1961. 

Death  Rate — 


Crude  or  unadjusted  No.  of  deaths  per  1,000 


population 

(9.9)  10 

Adjusted  death  rate 

13.7 

Total  births 

320 

legitimate  . . 

311 

illegitimate  . . 

9 

Still  Births — 

legitimate 

6 

death  rate  under  1 year  6 

illegitimate 

nil 

„ „ >,  „ nil 

POPULATION. 

The  estimated  population  mid- 1961  as  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  was  17,710. 


Population  by 


Population  by 


Year 

Registrar  General ’ 
Estimated  Populatit, 

1950 

16,940 

1951 

16,990 

1951  Census 

17,217 

1952 

17,080 

1953 

16,940 

1954 

16,940 

1955 

16,900 

1956 

16,960 

1957 

17,060 

1958 

17,200 

1959 

17,280 

1960 

17,340 

1961 

17,710 

1961  Census 

17,674 

The  distribution  of  the  population  throughout  the  wards 
during  the  year  is  indicated  by  the  following  figures  based  on  the 
number  of  electors  in  the  wards  : — 

St.  Hilda — 2,877  Throston — 3,394  Central — 2,467 

Brus— 2,572  Hart— 2,784  King  Oswy— 3.056 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS 


No.  of  applicants  on  Waiting  List  as  at  31st  December,  1961 

Doubled-up  . . 202 

Overcrowded  169 

Ordinary  . . 389 

Total  760 


No.  of  houses  completed  and  let  1st  Jan.,  to  31st  Dec.,  1962  124 

No.  of  houses  becoming  available  for  re-letting  during  the 

same  period  . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 

No.  of  families  rehoused  a$  special  cases  on  Medical  Grounds  4 

No.  of  families  rehoused  on  account  of  Tuberculosis  . . nil 


The  figure  of  760  applicants  for  Council  Houses  must  be 
analysed  in  order  to  assess  the  position  wherein  there  are  a number 
of  applicants  in  a town  with  5,210  houses,  2,189  of  which  have 
been  built  since  the  end  of  the  war  and  since  slum  clearance 
rehousing  commenced. 

Applicants  can  be  divided  up  thus  : — 

Doubled-up  families  living  with  other  families  ; families 
having  own  tenancy  but  living  in  overcrowded  conditions 
as  assessed  by  the  Council’s  points  scheme  : families  having 
own  tenancy  but  with  no  overcrowding. 

Although  50%  of  applicants  have  no  urgent  need  for  rehousing 
from  a health  point  of  view,  they  quite  naturally  would  like  a new 
house  with  its  corresponding  amenities.  These,  however,  should 
only  be  considered  when  all  others,  whose  applications  are  based 
on  bad  sanitary  conditions,  or  on  medical  grounds,  have  been 
disposed  of  in  order  of  merit. 

The  figures  of  families  'living-in’  show  an  increase  when 
compared  with  those  given  in  the  1960  report.  The  question  of 
‘living-in’  is  a very  serious  one  and  should  be  carefully  watched. 
Every  effort  should  be  made  to  reduce  the  number  of  these  appli- 
cants as  speedily  as  possible.  There  is  always  an  increased  risk 
of  the  spread  of  infection  where  two  families  live  together  or  where 
there  is  overcrowding. 

Doubled-up  families  share  a kitchen,  W.C.  and  scullery  but 
not  sleeping  accommodation.  Families  living-in  have  common 
meals  and  live  as  a family  although  there  may  be  one  or  more 
married  sons  or  daughters  sharing  the  accommodation. 
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BIRTHS. 

There  were  320  births  in  the  Borough  in  1961  as  compared 
with  394  in  1960.  The  crude  birth  rate  for  1961  was  18.07.  A 
glance  at  the  diagram  below  shows  a decrease  in  the  birth  rate 


on  last  year’s  figures.  The  adjusted  rate  is  16.44 

which 

compares 

with  17.4  for  England  and  Wales. 

Male 

Female  T otal 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

150 

161 

211 

Illegitimate 

4 

5 

9 

Total 

320 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

2 

4 

6 

Illegitimate  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Total  6 


Borough  of  Hartlepool — Crude  Birth  Rate  1952-1961. 
Average  21.15 
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DEATHS. 

There  were  176  deaths,  which  in  a population  of  17,710  makes 
a crude  death  rate  of  9.9.  The  crude  death  rate  for  1960  was 
10.5  and  the  adjusted  death  rate  was  14.5,  which  compares 
with  13.7  in  1961. 
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Borough  of  Hartlepool. — Table  to  show  causes  of  death  during  1961  for  the 
main  causes  and  for  Tuberculosis.  (Figures  for  1960  are  given  for  comparison) . 


• 

19 

60 

19 

61 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

' — 

— 

Diphtheria  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

4 

3 

3 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

4 

— 

7 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm  uterus 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

16 

10 

7 

3 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

14 

4 

12 

17 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

18 

7 

17 

11 

Hypertension  with  heartdisease  . . 

2 

3 

1 

2 

Other  heart  disease 

7 

5 

10 

16 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

2 

3 

7 

Influenza 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

7 

6 

3 

6 

Bronchitis 

9 

2 

5 

3 

Other  diseases  of  resp.  system 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  & diarrhoea 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

2 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

6 

12 

/ 

9 

Motor  vehicles  accidents 

3 

1 

- 

2 

All  other  accidents 

2 

3 

2 

o 

Suicide 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Diseases  which  are  associated  with  heavy  cigarette  smoking 
such  as  lung  cancer,  bronchitis  and  vascular  diseases  of  the  heart 
and  nervous  system  taken  singly  are  all  at  the  top  of  the  list  of 
causes  of  death  and  when  added  together  make  an  impressive  total. 


Deaths  for  Lung  Cancer — Bronchitis — Vascular  Diseases. 

1960  1961 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


45  13  41  34 

Abstinence  from  smoking,  that  expensive,  wasteful  and  totally 
unnecessary  habit,  would  do  much  to  lessen  this  sad  loss  of  life. 
The  difference  between  smoking  habits  in  men  and  women  is 
reflected  in  the  much  higher  death  rate  in  men  from  these  major 
killing  diseases. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  of  HEALTH  SERVICES  for 
HARTLEPOOL. 

Hospitals  (under  the  control  of  the  Hartlepools  Hospital  Man- 
agement Committee). 

Infectious  Diseases.  These  are  admitted  to  Brierton  Hospital 
which  still  maintains  a number  of  beds  for  the  common  infectious 
diseases. 

Tuberculosis.  Brierton  Hospital  is  now  the  main  Hospital 
for  cases  of  tuberculosis.  Cases  for  whose  treatment  facilities 
are  not  available  there,  are  admitted  to  hospitals  outside  the  area. 

General  Hospital.  In  March,  1956  certain  changes  were 
made  regarding  the  admission  of  patients  to  the  General  Hospital 
in  the  area,  so  that  now  the  Cameron  Hospital  deals  only  with 
Obstetric  and  Gynaecological  cases. 

Hartlepools  Hospital  admits  Accidents,  Orthopaedic,  Ear, 
Nose  and  Throat  Cases  and  Children. 

The  General  Hospital  deals  with  Medical  and  Surgical  cases 
and  the  following  clinics  are  also  held  there  : — Ophthalmic,  Skin 
diseases  and  Psychiatric. 


General  Medical  Practitioners. 

The  Executive  Council  for  the  County  of  Durham  is  the  body 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  National  Health  Service 
insofar  as  the  General  Practitioner  Service  in  Hartlepool  is  con- 
cerned. 

Midwives.  The  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service  is  a County 
Council  Service.  The  Midwives  serving  Hartlepool  are  : Nurse 
Foster,  75  Marine  Drive  : Nurse  Fraine,  The  Bungalow,  Grove 
Street;  Nurse  Oliver,  61  Tempest  Road;  Nurse  Naisbett,  70  Rid- 
lington  Way. 

Home  Nursing  Service.  Home  Nursing  is  the  responsibliity  of 
Durham  County  Council.  There  are  two  nurses : Nurse  O.  Carter, 
7,  Clifford  Close,  Hartlepool : Nurse  M.  Hart,  7,  North  Drive, 
West  Hartlepool. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic.  Durham  County  Council  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics  are  held  as  follows 


Frederic  Street  Clinic — every  Tuesday,  1-30  p.m.  to  3-30  p.m. 
West  View  Clinic — every  Thursday,  1-30  p.m.  to  3-30  p.m. 

Sunlight  Clinic — every  Tuesday  12 — 1 p.m.  at  Frederic  Street 

Clinic 


Ante-Natal  Clinics.  These  Clinics  are  attended  by  certain  of 
the  general  practitioners  of  the  town  who  see  only  their  own  patients. 
The  clinics  are  held  at  Frederic  Street  and  Miers  Avenue. 


School  Minor  Ailment  Clinic.  This  clinic  is  held  at  Frederic 
Street  as  follows  : — 

Monday  morning — 9-30  a.m.  to  11-30  a.m. 

Wednesday  morning — 9-30  a.m.  to  11-30  a.m. 

Friday  morning — treatment  only — no  doctor  in  attendance. 


Ophthalmic  School  Clinic.  This  clinic  is  held  at  Frederic  Street, 
Wednesday  1-30  p.m.  to  3 p.m. 

School  Dental  Clinic.  Held  on  Monday  morning  and  afternoon, 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday  Mornings. 


Chest  Clinic.  The  chest  clinic  is  held  at  Brierton  Hospital, 
West  Hartlepool  for  Hartlepool  patients  by  appointment. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic.  This  Clinic  is  held  at  the  General 
Hospital,  West  Hartlepool,  as  follows  : — 

Males — Thursdays  at  5 p.m. 

Females — Mondays  at  2 p.m. 

Ambulance  Service.  The  Ambulance  Service  in  Hartlepool 
is  a Durham  County  Council  Service.  One  ambulance  is  stationed 
in  Hartlepool  and  is  controlled  from  the  West  Hartlepool  Ambulance 
Station. 

The  control  is  continually  manned  and  receives  calls  for 
ambulance  transport  and  transmits  necessary  instructions.  Where 
necessary  the  County  Ambulance  is  supplemented  by  the  ambulances 
of  West  Hartlepool. 


The  ambulance  stationed  in  Hartlepool  covers  also  parts  of 
the  Stockton  Rural  area. 
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Usage  of  Ambulance  Service — Hartlepool,  1961. 


Cases  carried 

1 

Mileage 

Travelled 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

Total 

By  County  vehicle 
stationed  in  Hartlepool 

1353 

(1356) 

6970 

(6187) 

8323 

(7543) 

34847 

(32906) 

Figures  in  brackets  are  for  the  year  1960. 


NOTE  : — In  addition  to  the  above,  the  services  of  the  neighbouring 
County  Depots  are  also  utilised  particularly  on  occasions 
when  economy  can  be  effected  by  co-ordinating  journeys. 


Figures  of  interest  as  applying  on  the  31st  December,  1961. 

Hartlepool  children  in  the  care  of  Durham  County  Council  : 

In  Children’s  Homes  and  Nurseries  . . . . . . 33 

In  approved  schools  ♦ ♦ . ♦ . ; . . . . 3 

Hartlepool  persons  maintained  by  Durham  County  Council  : 


Number  of  persons  maintained  in  hostels  . . 11 

Number  of  mental  defectives  on  the  register  . . 61 

Number  of  blind  persons  on  the  register  . . . . 34 

Hartlepool  persons  on  Tuberculosis  Register  . . 125 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  notifications  of  cases  of  infec- 
tious diseases  and  also  the  number  of  deaths  for  1960  and  for  1961. 


Prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


1960 

1961 

Disease 

Total 

Number 

Total 

Number 

cases 

of 

cases 

of 

notified 

Deaths 

notified 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 



6 



Measles 

59 

— 

325 

. — - 

Pneumonia  (Primary  & Influenzal) 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

171 

— 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

6 

— 

46 

— 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

— 

— 

1 

— 

do.  (Non-Paralytic) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  age -group  distribution  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  for  the  year  1961  : — . 


DISEASE 

Under 

year 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

65 

& 

over 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

1 

i 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Measles 

27 

49 

70 

56 

53 

67 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

325 

Pneumonia 
(Primary  & Influenzal) 

i 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

Meningococcal 

infection 

Dysentery 

1 

2 

4 

3 

3 

11 

6 

i 

15 

— 

— 

— 

46 

Poliomyelitis  P. 

N.P. 

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

Diphtheria 
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Notifiable  Diseases. 

The  notifiable  diseases  which  are  required  to  be  notified  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  districts  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Public  Health  Act  are  Smallpox,  Cholera,  Diptheria,  Mem- 
braneous Croup,  Erysipelas,  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhus  and  Enteric 
or  Relapsing  Fever. 

Apart  from  these  notifiable  diseases  there  are  others  which 
include  Plague,  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis,  Acute  Poliomyelitis, 
Tuberculosis,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Encephalitis  Lethargica, 
Malaria,  Dysentery,  Acute  Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia, 
Puerperal  Pyrexia,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

Under  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938  Medical  Practitioners  are 
required  to  notify  cases  of  food  poisoning. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  6 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  12  in  1960.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  there  were  9 new  cases  notified  and  there 
were  2 deaths  from  this  disease.  The  notification  of  new  cases 
show  an  increase  of  1 over  last  year’s  figures  as  compared  with 
1950,  when  37  new  cases  and  16  deaths  were  reported. 

Poliomyelitis. 

One  case  of  Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  was  reported.  The  scheme 
for  the  vaccination  was  carried  on  with  and  1 ,669  persons  received 
1st,  2nd  and  3rd  injections. 

Measles. 

325  cases  were  notified  as  against  59  in  1960,  a id  53)  in  1959. 
The  table  shows  comparable  figures  over  the  past  10  years,  and 
striking  fluctuations. 


Notified  Cases  of  Measles — Hartlepool. 


Year 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

No.  of  cases 
notified 

261 

71 

392 

43 

19 

540 

5 

539 

59 

325 

Whooping  Cough. 


Year 

1954 

1955 

1596 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

No.  cases  notified 

132 

94 

44 

248 

3 

2 I 

1 171  | 

! i 

1(> 


Diphtheria. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Diptheria  in  the  Borough  during  1961. 
Immunisation. 

Immunisation  of  the  child  population  is  undertaken  by  the 
local  practitioners  using  triple  antigen  against  diphtheria,  whooping 
cough  and  tetanus. 


Immunisations  carried  out  during  the  year  1961. 

(either  singly  or  in  combination). 


No.  of  Children 
Immunised 

Under 

5 years 

5-14 

years 

Booster 

Total 

Diphtheria  . . 

107 

24 

31 

162 

D iphtheria- Whooping 

Cough  and  Tetanus 

203 

11 

82 

296 

Immunisation  with  B.C.G. — in  hospitals  and  in  schools. 


Vaccinations  with  B.C.G.  are  carried  out  at  Brierton  Hospital, 
West  Hartlepool  for  all  contact  cases. 


The  following  table  shows  B.C.G.  and  Skin  Tests  carried  out 
in  the  senior  schools. 


Given  skin 
tests 

Positive 

reactors 

Received 

B.C.G. 

Not  vaccinated 
owing  to 
health  reasons 

Absent  for 
reading 

404 

94 

269 

12 

29 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY— CHEST  X-RAY. 


Site 

No. 

of 

days 

X-rayed  on 

100  mm.  film 

Referred 
Chest  Clii 

to 

lie 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Brus  Arms 

2 

75 

67 

142 







Wm.  Gray  & Co. 

3 

687 

24 

711 

2 

— 

2 

Rich.-W’garth 

3 

691 

93 

784 

5 

— 

5 

Steetley  Mag. 

2 

195 

21 

216 

3 

— 

3 

Total  .. 

10 

1,648 

205 

1,853 

10 

— 

10 

17 


Result  of  Clinical  Examination. 


Satisfactory  . . . . . . . . 2 

Did  not  attend  clinic  . . . . 1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Notified  . . 1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  requiring 

occasional  supervision  (not  notified)  1 

Pulmonary  Carcinoma  . . . . 1 

Pneumoconiosis  . . . . . . 1 

Chronic  Bronchitis  . . . . . . 2 

Depressed  Sternum  . . . . . . 1 

Total  . . 10 


INFANT  WELFARE  SERVICES. 


The  basis  of  the  child  welfare  service  is  the  work  undertaken 
by  the  Health  Visitors.  It  should  be  emphasised  that  the  Health 
Visitor  is  highly  qualified  and  that  besides  being  a trained  nurse 
she  is  invariably  a fully-qualified  midwife  and  has  undergone 
extensive  training  for  her  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate. 

The  main  function  of  the  Health  Visitor  is  the  supervision  of 
health  of  the  child  up  to  the  age  of  5 years.  She  also  undertakes 
duties  in  connection  with  mental  defectives,  tuberculosis  patients, 
old  people  discharged  from  hospital  and  other  duties  connected 
with  the  School  Health  Service.  It  must  also  be  pointed  out  that 
the  Health  Visitors  are  willing  to  help  the  local  practitioners 
whenever  they  can. 

Work  done  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  the  year  1961. 

The  total  number  of  effective  visits  paid  : — 


1.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  ..  ..  ..  6,188 

2.  Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . . . 277 

3.  Mental  deficiency  . . . . . . . . 138 

4.  School  . . . . . . . . . . . . 127 

5.  Aged  people  . . . . . . . . . . 43 

6.  Generel  Health  . . . . . . . . . . 3 
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Summary — 


Ineffective  visits  . . . . . . . . . . 655 

Total  No.  of  visits  . . . . . . . . . . 7,431 

No.  of  effective  visits  . . . . . . . . . . 6,776 

Time  (as  days)  spent  on  visits  (routine,  other  and 

ineffective)  . . . . . . . . . . 304 

Average  daily  number  of  effective  visits  per  health 

visitor  . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 


CLINICS,  ETC.,  WORK. 

Time  (as  days)  spent : — 

(a)  at  maternity  and  child  welfare  centres  . . 77 

(b)  at  chest  clinics  . . . . . . . . . . 46 

(c)  at  medical  inspections  . . . . . . . . 9 

(d)  at  special  schools  . . . . . . . . 5 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. 


The  total  number  attending  the  two  Centres  increased  as 
shown  on  the  chart  below. 

Child  Welfare  Centres  — Attendances,  1961. 


Children 

Children  attending 

i at  fi  ro  4-  fimn 

Centre 

Under  1 yr. 

1-5  yrs. 

Under  1 yr. 

1-5  yrs. 

Frederic  Street 

672  (629) 

121  (63) 

75  (80) 

14  (4) 

West  View 

875  (782) 

97  (74) 

126  (125) 

5 (3) 

Totals 

1547  (1411) 

218  (137) 

201  (205) 

19  (7) 

Figures  for  1960  are  given  in  brackets. 


Ante  Natal  Clinics. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held  at  both  Frederic  Street  and  West 
View  Clinics.  During  the  year  only  two  practices  in  the  town 
availed  themselves  of  the  facilities  offered  whereby  the  clinics  may 
be  used  by  the  general  practitioners  for  the  purpose  of  holding  an 
ante-natal  clinic  with  the  midwives  in  attendance.  The  following 
table  shows  attendances  as  compared  with  1960. 
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Attendance  1961  with  figures  for  1960  in  brackets. 


Centre 

No.  of 
Attendances 

Average  per 
Session 

Frederic  St. 

40  (136) 

3(6) 

West  View 

64  (74) 

6 (6) 

Total 

104  (210) 

9 (12) 

Causes  of  Infant  Deaths  in  relation  to  age. 


DISEASE 

und’r 
1 wk 

1-2 

wks 

2-3 

wks 

3-4 

wks 

Total 

under 
4 wks 

1 month 

& under 
3 mths 

3-6 

mths 

6-9 

mths 

9-12 

mths 

Total 

Prematurity  . . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Broncho  Pneumonia  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Atelectasis 

1 

1 

Total  . . 6 


Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

During  the  year  the  County  Midwives  working  in  the  Borough 
delivered  and  nursed  1 57  cases  and  attended  35  patients  discharged 
home  from  hospital  before  the  14th  day  making  a total  of  192 
cases.  Figures  for  the  previous  three  years  are  set  out  below  : — 


Births  attended  by  the  County  Midwives  1959,  ’60  and  ’61 


1959 

1960 

1961 

Total  births  (live  and  still) 

383 

409 

320 

Cases  attended  as  midwife  and  nurse 

193 

194 

157 

Hospital  patients  discharged  home 
before  14th  day 

20 

14 

35 

Total  cases  attended 

213 

208 

192 

20 


Home  Nursing. 

There  are  two  nurses  working  in  the  town.  The  figures  given 
in  the  table  below  shows  the  number  of  visits  and  new  cases,  Medical 
and  Surgical  over  the  past  three  years. 

Visits  by  District  Nurses,  1959,  1960  and  1961. 


General — 
Medical 
Surgical 

1959 

1960 

1961 

New  Cases 

Visits 

New  Cases 

Visits 

New  Cases 

Visits 

285 

38 

5,960 

791 

262 

51 

5,405 

916 

217 

35 

5,717 

1249 

Tuberculosis 

11 

570 

11 

532 

2 

242 

Others 

— 

— 

— 

316 

— 

214 

Totals  . . 

334 

7,321 

324 

7,249 

254 

7,422 

Included  in  the  foregoing  totals  are  the  following  : — 


Cases 

Visits 

Patients  65  years  and  over 

150 

5,511 

Patients  under  5 years 

6 

28 

Visits  for  injections  only 

— 

1,779 

Care  and  After-Care. 

The  stock  of  nursing  equipment  made  available  by  Durham 
County  Council  and  held  in  store  at  the  Frederic  Street  Clinic, 
has  been  in  great  demand.  This  easy  method  of  obtaining  these 
necessary  articles  when  required  is  proving  of  great  help  to  local 
practitioners  and  district  nurses  in  their  daily  work  with  the  sick. 

The  School  Health  Service. 

The  School  Health  Service  in  Hartlepool  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Durham  County  Council.  I am  unable  to  report  on  the 
work  done  by  this  important  service  during  the  year  1961.  This 
information  is  published  in  the  report  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  for 
the  year  1961  was  6.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  thus  18.7. 
Appendix  I shows  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  Hartlepool  from 
1944.  The  England  and  Wales  figures  have  been  plotted  for 
comparison. 

The  causes  of  death  in  the  6 cases  are  given  in  tabular  form 
on  the  foregoing  page. 
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Domestic  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  continuing  its  good  work.  It  has  been  reported, 
however  that  families  and  neighbours  are  so  helpful  that  the 
demand  in  Hartlepool  on  this  service  is  not  very  great. 

Domestic  Help  Cases  during  1961. 

Routine  Cases — 

No.  of  cases  attended  at  1st  Jauary,  1961  . . 68 

No.  of  new  cases  . . . . . . . . . . 33 

101 

No.  of  cases  being  attended  at  31st  December,  1961.  82 
Categories — 

Old  age  pensioners . . . . . . . . 79 

Sickness  . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . 3 

Maternity  . . . . . . . . 5 

No.  of  domestic  helps  employed  during  year — 43. 

Meals  on  Wheels. 

This  is  a valuable  health  measure  generously  undertaken  by 
the  W.V.S.  For  information  a full  report  on  the  work  has  been  given 
by  the  Centre  Organiser,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Walmsley. 

TYPE  OF  MEAL. 

The  meal  consists  of  three  courses — soup,  meat  and  two 
vegetables  and  pudding.  This  can  be  varied  a little  according  to 
preference  of  the  recipient,  e.g.  an  ulcer  case  has  soup  and  two 
puddings,  one  always  rice.  Some  people  prefer  to  have  rice  always. 
The  meat  is  often  minced  as  being  more  suitable  for  old  people, 
but  is  varied  by  the  addition  of  pastry,  Yorkshire  pudding,  etc., 
liver  and  fish  pie,  sausages  are  also  served. 

SOURCE. 

The  meals  are  collected  from  West  Hartlepool  Civic  Restaurant 
by  arrangement  between  Hartlepool  and  West  Hartlepool  Corpor- 
ations. They  are  collected  in  individual  dishes  placed  in  charcoal 
containers  and  so  kept  hot  during  delivery. 

The  cost  to  the  old  people  is  9d.  each  meal ; the  actual  cost  is 
1 /3d.  and  the  Corporation  and  Durham  County  Council  pay  the 
extra  6d. 

MEANS  OF  DISTRIBUTION. 

For  delivery  the  Health  Department  make  available  the  van 
on  delivery  days — Tuesday  and  Thursday. 

Meals  delivered— an  average  of  44  per  week. 
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COMMENTS. 

Although  the  scheme  is  designed  for  any  age  of  person  we 
find  that  all  recipients  are  old  people. 

When  we  have  a request  for  a meal  we  confirm  with  the 
applicant’s  doctor  that  it  is  a suitable  case  and  we  do  not  assess 
cases  ourselves — except  old  men  living  alone. 

FURTHER  HELP. 

Help  is  given  by  our  clothing  store,  when  we  supply  clothing, 
bedding  etc.,  as  far  as  we  are  able,  on  the  recommendation  of  an 
official  body,  i.e.  N.A.B.  Old  People’s  Warden,  Health  Visitor,  etc. 

HELP  AND  CLOTHING  FOR  NEEDY. 

61  families  have  been  supplied  involving  130  persons  and  many 
of  these  families  have  been  completely  rigged  out. 

At  Christmas  seven  parcels  of  toys  etc.  were  sent  to  families 
with  several  children  who  were  either  fatherless  or  whose  father 
was  out  of  work.  36  children  benefited  in  this  way. 

30  people  received  through  us,  from  the  ‘Round  Table 
Members’  coal,  logs  and  eggs. 

Visits  to  ex-patients  from  Shotley  Bridge  and  arranged 
transport  for  others  going  to  hospitals  in  Newcastle  and 
Middlesbrough. 


23 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  for  the  Year  1961. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  tempo  of  slum  clearance  has  been  maintained  during  the 
year  and,  by  the  year-end  all  old  corporate  houses  had  been  dealt 
with  and  a start  made  with  the  final  phase  of  the  housing  pro- 
gramme. It  can  now  be  said  that  the  worst  of  the  unfit  houses 
have  now  been  dealt  with.  Nevertheless  I would  reiterate  my 
comment  of  last  year  that  in  view  of  ever  rising  costs  of  clearance 
and  redevelopment  it  would  prove  more  economic  to  embark  on 
a programme  of  property  improvement. 

It  is  of  particular  interest  to  note  the  steady  decline  of 
pollution  revealed  by  the  summarised  results  from  the  standard 
deposit  gauges  over  the  past  ten  years.  These  show  a steady  and 
marked  decline  and  it  is  accepted  that  this  type  of  pollution  is 
primarily  of  industrial  origin  and  relate  to  the  period  before  the 
industrial  recession  in  the  area.  Having  accepted  an  invitation 
to  co-operate  in  the  National  Scheme  for  Measurement  of  Atmos- 
pheric Pollution  the  three  volumetric  gauges  installed,  and  in 
partial  operation  by  the  year-end,  indicate  that  the  degree  of 
domestic  pollution  in  the  town  is  considerable  and  confirms  that 
the  domestic  chimney  is  the  main  source  of  low-level  pollution. 
As  a ‘black  area’  town  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Council  will  soon 
see  its  way  clear  to  implement  a programme  of  smoke  control 
areas. 

Though  still  affected  by  staffing  difficulties  a limited  resumption 
of  routine  inspections  was  carried  out  and  I would  in  this  respect 
refer  to  that  section  of  my  report  in  hygiene  of  food  premises. 

A more  detailed  account  of  the  work  of  the  department  and 
the  necessary  statistics  are  to  be  found  in  the  body  of  the  report 
arranged  under  the  heads  of  the  principal  Acts. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  WARD, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

A total  of  331  houses  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  702 
reinspections  were  made.  79  informal  notices  were  served  in  respect 
of  89  houses  with  regard  to  nuisances  existing  thereon  and  69 
notices  affecting  74  houses  were  complied  with.  On  the  authority 
of  the  Committee  16  Statutory  Notices  were  served  in  the  year 
with  respect  to  19  and  13  such  notices  were  complied  with  in  respect 
of  16  houses.  2 houses  were  repaired  on  informal  request. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  6 Statutory  Notices  not  fully  complied 
with  were  abated  on  default  of  the  owner  to  6 houses  and  the 
necessary  action  to  recover  the  expenses  incurred  which  amounted 
to  a total  of  £80  17s.  9d.  Total  payments  for  repairs  on  default 
recovered  during  the  year  were  £60  8s.  lOd. 

To  summarise,  a total  of  95  notices  were  served  in  respect  of 
108  houses  and  86  such  notices  were  complied  with  to  96  houses. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Dwellinghouses.  Inspection 

Re-inspection 

Total 

Notifiable  diseases 

134 

— 

134 

Other  Diseases,  Food  poisoning 

32 

— 

32 

Verminous  Premises 

8 

— 

8 

Dirty  Premises 

4 

2 

6 

Overcrowded  condition 

9 

— 

9 

Houses  let  in  lodgings 

— 

— 

— 

Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts 

331 

702 

1033 

Water  Supply 

1 

— 

1 

Animals,  etc.,  kept 

— 

— 

— 

Supervision  of  removals 

308 

— 

308 

Rat-infested  premises 

90 

710 

800 

Rent  Act 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Premises  Inspection 

Re-inspections 

Total 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

5 

— 

5 

Stables  . . . . . . ... 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

Marine  Stores 

— 

— 

— 

Accumulation  of  rubbish 

2 

2 

4 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

7 

4 

11 

Factories  with  no  mechanical  power 

2 

— 

2 

Workplaces 

— • 

— 

— 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment 

1 

— 

1 

Sale  of  Rag  Flock 

— 

— 

— 

Pet  Animals  Act 

— 

— 

— 

Schools 

3 

— 

3 

Atmospheric  Pollution  . . 

83 

— 

83 
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Food  Premises. 


Licensed  Premises 

8 

6 

14 

Meat  Shops 

17 

4 

21 

Provision  Shops 

79 

15 

94 

Fish  Shops 

12 

13 

25 

Milk  Shops  and  Dairies 

3 

— 

3 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

11 

5 

16 

Bakehouses 

8 

7 

15 

Ice-cream  Premises 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous — Action  Taken. 

No.  of  complaints  investigated  during  year 

• • • • 

162 

Informal  Notices  served 

79 

Informal  notices  complied  with 

. . 

69 

Second  or  reminder  notices  sent 

35 

Nuisances  abated  without  service  of  written  notice 

2 

Statutory  notices  served 

16 

Statutory  notices  complied  with 

13 

Notices  abated  on  default  of  owner 

6 

Warning  letters  sent 

14 

Interviews  with  owners 

46 

Interviews  with  builders 

• • • • 

35 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

Derelict  Property. 

During  the  year  5 voluntary  demolitions  have  taken  place. 

To  date  207  derelict  houses  have  been  demolished  voluntarily 
and  the  majority  of  the  sites  thus  cleared  have  been  subsequently 
acquired  compulsorily  by  the  Council  and  redeveloped. 

Vermin  Infestation. 

There  has  been  no  variation  in  the  methods  used  from  previous 
years  i.e.  liquid  and  powder  insecticide. 

The  furniture  and  effects  of  308  tenants  were  inspected  and 
disinfested  as  necessary  prior  to  rehousing  taking  place. 

27  houses,  mostly  Council  houses  built  in  the  1920’s  were  dealt 
with  for  wood-boring  beetles  using  high  pressure  spray  with  a 
specific  insecticide.  In  all  badly  affected  houses  all  sub-floor 
spaces  are  exposed  and  sprayed.  In  a number  of  cases  when 
damage  was  very  extensive  joists  and  ceilings  have  had  to  be 
renewed.  Such  severe  damage  was  nearly  always  limited  to  back 
bedroom  floors  over  bathroom  and  kitchens. 
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A total  of  99  houses  were  treated  during  the  year  for  vermin 
infestation  as  below,  not  including  numerous  houses  dealt  with  for 
black  beetles  : — 


Bug  infested  . . 1 

Wood-boring  beetles  27 

Fleas  . . . . 18 

Plaster  Beetle  . . — 


Silver  fish  . . 45 

Dry  Rot  . . 1 

Garden  Beetles  7 

Carpet  Beetle  1 


Places  of  Public  Entertainment. 

No  adverse  comments  are  called  for. 


Offensive  Trades. 

Premises — Fish  Curing  2 Miscellaneous  2 

One  establishemnt  carrying  on  the  trade  of  fish  curers  had  an 
annual  licence  renewed  for  a further  period  of  twelve  months. 

Curing  is  now  only  carried  on  at  a relatively  small  scale. 


Water  Supply. 

The  supply  by  the  Hartlepools  Water  Co.,  has  been  of  satis- 
factory quality  and  adequate  in  quantity  throughout  the  year  and 
no  restrictions  in  use  were  imposed. 

The  supply  from  boreholes  in  the  rural  area  is  replacing 
boreholes  in  the  urban  area  and  during  the  year  only  one  borehole 
in  the  urban  area  was  operated  at  a reduced  output.  The  new 
supply  though  very  hard  is  somewhat  softer  than  the  old  supply 
and  there  is  of  course  no  plumbo  solvent  action. 

All  houses  in  the  town  have  a piped  supply  and  with  very 
few  exceptions  all  houses  have  an  internal  supply. 

Typical  chemical  and  bacteriological  reports  on  the  water  supply 
are  indicated  below.  Copies  of  all  reports  on  bacteriological 
examination  of  the  water  supply  covering  all  aspects  of  the  supply 
are  made  available  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 

Observations. 

A typical  chemical  analysis  is  indicated  below  : — 

Parts  per  100,000 


Free  Ammonia. . ..  ..  ..  ..  0.003 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  . . . . . . 0 . 004 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  ..  ..  ..  ..  10.90 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  and  Nitrates  ..  ..  0.120 


Total  Solids 


76.50 
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Oxygen  absorption 

0.023 

Colour  and  appearance  in  2 ft.  tube 

. . Colourless  and  clear 

Odour  when  heated  to  50  °C. 

Nil 

pH  value  ...  

Microscopical  Examination. 

7.2 

A minute  deposit  from  half-a-gallon  consisted  of  mineral  matter. 


The  above  results  afford  no  evidence  of  pollution  by  sewage  or 
other  foul  drainage  and  providing  the  results  of  a bacteriological 
examination  are  equally  satisfactory,  no  objection  can  be  taken 
to  the  use  of  the  supply,  as  represented  by  the  sample,  for  human 
consumption. 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

Plate  Count.  Yeastrel  agar  24  hours  37 °C.  aerobically  — per  ml. 
Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MacConkey  2 days 

37°C.  — per  100  ml. 

Probable  number  of  Bact.  coli  (type  I)  . . — per  100  ml. 

Remarks. 

Satisfactory. 

Sewage. 

The  system  within  the  town  is  adequate  but  disposal  is  by 
discharge  into  the  sea  in  an  untreated  crude  state  from  5 outfalls 
all  of  which  are  on  the  foreshore  adjacent  to  the  built-up  parts  of 
the  town  and  well  used  by  the  public.  Intermittent  fouling  of  the 
beaches  occurs  and  though  there  may  be  no  public  health  danger 
the  system  is  objectionable  on  aesthetic  grounds  alone  and  some 
form  of  pre-treatment  could  with  advantage  be  applied  at  the 
outfalls. 

Common  Lodging  Houses — There  are  none  in  the  town. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956. 

Atmospheric  Pollution — Measurement. 

The  existing  methods  in  use  for  the  measurement  of  atmospheric 
pollution,  2 standard  deposit  gauges  and  a lead  peroxide  gauge, 
were  discontinued  at  the  year-end  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Council 
accepted  an  invitation  to  be  a participating  authority  in  the 
National  Scheme  for  the  Measurement  of  Atmospheric  Pollution. 
Some  120  towns  selected  on  a statistical  basis  have  been  selected 
to  participate  in  the  scheme  for  the  measurement  of  smoke  and 
sulphur  di-oxide  by  the  volumetric  method. 
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Three  such  gauges  have  been  installed,  one  at  Middleton  an 
industrial  site,  one  in  the  Central  Estate  an  area  of  high  residential 
development  and  a third  at  West  View  in  an  area  of  low  residential 
development  and  is  in  fact  all  post-war  housing  development  to 
be  fully  operative  for  the  year  1962. 

It  was  felt  therefore  that  no  useful  purpose  would  be  served 
in  maintaining  the  existing  three  gauges.  The  deposit  gauges  give 
information  about  grit  and  dust  fall  in  the  locality  of  the  gauge 
and  the  lead  di-oxide  instrument  gives  some  indication  of  the 
activity  of  air-borne  sulphur  pollution.  The  new  instruments  will 
give  a cleaner  picture  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  respect  of  the 
concentration  of  smoke  in  the  atmosphere — not  reliably  indicated 
in  the  deposit  gauge — and  also  of  sulphur  dioxide. 

Experience  has  shown  that  for  the  standard  deposit  gauge  the 
figure  for  insoluble  deposits  is  the  one  that  is  most  generally  useful. 
Unfortunately  owing  to  a number  of  broken  collecting  jars  full 
results  are  not  available  for  1961  and  now  that  this  method  of 
observation  has  now  ceased,  it  was  thought  that  this  would  be  a 
good  opportunity  to  review  results  over  the  past  10  years  and 
accordingly  Table  II  indicates  the  annual  total  and  insoluble 
deposits  for  each  year  and  averages  for  progressive  5-year  periods. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  results  should  be  looked  at  on  a 5-year 
basis  to  take  into  account  variation  in  weather. 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  has  been  a steady  decline  in  the 
annual  figures  and  this  despite  the  fact  that  there  has  been,  in  this 
area,  a considerable  increase  in  industrial  activity.  That  these 
gauges  are  relatively  little  affected  by  domestic  sources  of  pollution 
is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  the  population  adjacent  to  the  West 
View  gauge  rose  very  considerably  in  the  10  years  but  nevertheless 
there  was  a marked  decline  in  the  deposit  measured  in  the  gauge. 

Industrial  Sources. 

Owing  to  the  staffing  position  no  routine  inspection  of 
industrial  plants  or  observations  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year. 

Some  fogging  and  smell  in  the  West  View  area  of  the  town 
still  occurred  during  the  summer  months.  By  the  year-end 
extensions  to  the  production  plant  and  additional  dust  prevention 
equipment  including  the  provision  of  a new  250'  stack  was  well  in 
hand.  It  is  hoped  to  have  all  the  new  equipment  in  operation  by 
the  spring  of  1962. 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1957. 


Slum  Clerance. 


Area 

No. 

Date  rep- 
resented 

Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

No.  of 
Persons 

Enquiry 

Con- 

firmed 

64 

7.3.61 

Corporation  Road 

4 

8 



29.9.61 

65 

7.3.61 

Trinity,  Smith,  Crook, 

89 

246 

— 

11.10.61 

Moor,  Alliance,  Dur- 

ham & Brougham  Sts. 

66 

7.3.61 

Penrith  Street 

17 

43 

No. 

16.8.61 

* 

6.7.61 

Alliance  St.,  Fairy 

• 17 

46 

No. 

2.10.61 

Cove  Terrace 

* 

6.7.61 

Durham  Street 

14 

45 

No. 

2.10.61 

* 

6.7.61 

Baltic  Street 

5 

21 

No. 

2.10.61 

* 

6.7.61 

Warren  Street 

6 

16 

No. 

2.10.61 

68 

6.7.61 

Northgate 

7 

7 

69 

9.11.61 

Sea  View  Terr.,  Fairy 

13 

43 

Cove  Terrace 

70 

9.11.61 

Commercial  Street 

2 

7 

* Corporate — old  leasehold  houses 


10  areas  containing  a total  of  174  houses  were  represented 
during  the  year,  5 areas  containing  42  houses  were  corporate 
property.  Two  public  enquiries  were  held  and  by  the  year-end 
approval  of  the  Ministry  had  been  received  to  7 of  the  areas  and 
to  the  balance  of  an  area  of  corporate  houses  outstanding  from  last 
year. 

All  areas  of  old  houses,  the  leasehold  of  which  has  reverted  to 
the  Council  have  now  been  dealt  with. 

A total  of  112  families  comprising  371  persons  were  rehoused 
during  the  year  and  156  houses  demolished  during  the  year. 

Since  the  resumption  of  slum  clearance  a total  of  1,153  houses 
in  slum  clearance  areas  have  been  demolished  and  redevelopment 
of  cleared  sites  has  been  considerable  as  a total  of  105  flats,  20 
special  dwellings  and  362  houses  have  been  built  on  cleared  sites. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

During  the  year  9 Closing  Orders  were  made,  22  persons  in  5 
families  were  rehoused  and  5 houses  closed  subject  to  a Closing 
Order. 

Certificates  of  unfitness  were  issued  in  respect  of  1 1 council- 
owned  properties,  not  in  areas,  4 houses  were  closed  and  4 families 
of  6 persons  were  rehoused. 

1 Demolition  Order  was  made  during  the  year  and  1 house 
subject  to  a demolition  order,  demolished. 
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5 houses  were  voluntarily  demolished,  a total  of  207  houses 
have  thus  been  demolished,  the  majority  of  the  sites  being  acquired 
by  the  Council  for  redevelopment. 

Overcrowding. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  an  accurate  picture  of  the  present 
overcrowding  position  without  carrying  out  a fresh  survey. 

Housing  Statistics. 

A.  1 . Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1) (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts 331 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 369 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  [included  under  sub- 

head (1)]  above  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidation  Regulations,  1925- 
1932  38 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 66 

(3)  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  in  a state  so  danger- 

ous or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . . . . 91 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  the  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  local  authority  or 
their  officers  . . . . . . . . . . . 74 

B.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

3.  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . . . . 10 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 
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(a)  by  owners  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  . . 6 

4.  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  the  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  . . — 

C.  Houses  Demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  : — 

1.  Unfit  houses  demolished 

Persons  displaced 
Families  displaced 

2.  Badly  arranged  houses  demolished 

Persons  displaced 
Families  displaced 

3.  Fit  houses  demolished 

Persons  displaced 
Families  displaced 

D.  Houses  Demolished  Not  in  Clearance  Areas  : — 

4 . Demolished  formally  or  informally  under  sec  .17(1)  2 

Persons  displaced  . . . . . . . . — 

Families  displaced  . . . . . . . . — 

5.  L.A.  houses  demolished  on  certificate  of  Medical 


Officer  of  Health  . . . . . . . . 112 

Persons  displaced  . . . . . . . . 338 

Families  displaced  . . . . . . . . 102 

E.  Unfit  Houses  Closed  : — 

1.  Whole  house  under  secs.  17(3)  or  28  ..  3 

Persons  displaced  . . . . . . . . 13 

Families  displaced  . . . . . . . . 3 

2.  Parts  building  closed  sec.  18  . . . . . . 2 

Persons  displaced  . . . . . . . . 9 

Families  displaced  . . . . . . . . 2 


33 

10 

1 
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3.  Number  separate  houses  in  respect  of  : — 

Which  Orders  have  been  determined  the  house 

or  part  having  been  rendered  fit  . . . . — 

4.  No.  of  underground  rooms  closed  sec.  18  . . — 

5.  No.  local  authority  houses  certified  unfit  and  closed  4 

Persons  displaced  . . . . . . . . 6 

Families  displaced  . . . . . . . . 4 

F.  Houses  Improved  by  Grant  : — 

Discretionary  Standard 

(1)  Private  Houses. 

No.  of  applications  submitted  separate  houses 
No.  of  applications  rejected 
Total  No.  of  houses  for  which  application 
granted  since  inception 

Total  No.  of  Grants  paid  since  inception  . . 

(2)  Council  Houses 

No.  of  houses  improved  during  the  year 
Total  improved  since  inception 

RENT  ACT,  1957. 

It  is  apparent  that  little  ever  is  made  of  the  provisions  of  this 
Act  by  tenants,  probably  due  to  the  involved  nature  of  the 
procedure  and  the  time  factor  in  securing  repairs  to  a house. 

Formal  action  under  the  Act  is  summarised  below  : 1960  1961 

1.  Application  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair: — 

No.  of  applications  for  certificate  of  disrepair  5 — 

No.  of  applications  refused  . . . . . . . . — — 

No.  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates — 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  defects  . . . . . . — — 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  . . . . 5 — 

No.  of  undertakings  received  from  owner  . . 4 — 

No.  of  undertakings  refused  . . . . . . — — 

No.  of  certificates  of  disrepair  issued  . . . . — — 

2.  Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates  : — 

Application  by  landlords  for  cancellation  . . — 1 

Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  . . . . — — 

Decision  to  cancel  in  spite  of  objection  . . — — 

Certificates  cancelled  by  authority  . . . . — 1 


15  4 

48  6 

43  3 

18 
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3.  Application  for  Certificates  as  to  remedying  of 
defects — 

Application  by  tenants  that  terms  of  under- 
takings have  not  been  complied  with 

No.  of  certificates  granted 

Application  by  owners  that  repairs  have  been 
carried  out 

No.  of  certificates  granted 


FOOD  & DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

Though  a resumption  was  made  of  routine  inspection  of  food 
establishments  during  the  year  no  special  propaganda  was  carried 
out.  It  is  a regrettable  fact  that  out  of  a total  of  185  such  estab- 
lishments in  the  town,  though  all  were  not  inspected  by  the  year-end, 
it  proved  necessary  to  serve  notices  in  respect  of  63  premises, 
one-third  of  the  total.  A lot  of  the  infringements  of  the  Act  and 
regulations  were  not  of  a serious  nature.  Nevertheless,  one  would 
have  thought  that  with  the  constant  publicity  as  to  hygiene  in 
the  press,  on  the  air  and  trade  journals  that  in  these  enlightened 
days  one  would  not  expect  to  find  staff  toilets  used  as  stores  and 
that  shopkeepers  and  the  like  would  not  await  the  visit  of  the 
Health  Inspector  and  incentive  he  provides  to  carry  out  work  that 
is  obvious. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  type  and  number  of  food 
establishments  and  the  defects  remedied  after  inspection. 

28  notices  had  been  complied  with  by  the  year-end. 
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Type  of  Establishment 
and  No.  at  year  end 

Prov. 

Shops 

81 

Fish 

Shops 

12 

Bake- 

houses 

9 

Catering 

28* 

Licensed. 
Premises 
and  Clubs 

37 

Butchers 

Shops 

18 

Total 

185 

No.  Registered  Sec.  16 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

12 

15 

Defects  Remedied — • 

Lack  Cleanliness 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

,,  Hot  Water 

4 

1 

— 

-r- 

— 

— 

5 

„ Soap  & Towel 

5 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

8 

,,  Light/ Ventilation 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

,,  Decoration 

10 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

13 

„ Clothing/headgear 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„ First  Aid 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

,,  Sanitary  Accomm. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Def.  Sanitary  Accomm,  . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

,,  Drainage 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

„ Structural  Defects  . . 

5 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

8 

,,  Bins 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Rubbish 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

„ Working  Surface 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

No  sink  and/or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nohandbasin  &/ordefec. 

2 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

6 

No  hot  water 

2 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

6 

No  clothing  accomm. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Animals/birds 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

W.C.s  as  Stores 

3 

1 

— 

4 

Total  Defects 

45 

10 

3 

4 

6 

2 

70 

Total  Inspections 

94 

25 

15 

16 

14 

21 

185 

♦Private  10  ; Works  4 ; School  14. 


SALE  OF  ICE  CREAM. 

Ice  Cream  premises  registered  for  retail  sale  are  nearly  all 
provision  shops. 

Premises  registered  are  given  below  : — 

Premises  registered  for  sale  of  ice  cream  . . 77 

Premises  registered  and  selling  ice  cream  . . 64 

and  a total  of  4 inspections  were  made  for  this  class  of  trade. 

All  ice  cream  on  retail  sale  is  obtained  wholesale  and  sold 
prepacked  with  one  exception. 
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It  was  not  possible  during  the  year  under  review  to  carry  out 
any  sampling  to  see  if  the  commodity  on  retail  sale  complied  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations,  1949-52. 

Sale  of  Unsound  Food. 

Two  written  warnings  were  issued  during  the  year  in  respect 
of  sales  of  food,  in  one  instance  in  respect  of  a mouldy  pie  and  in 
another  case  in  respect  of  a foreign  body  in  a pie,  in  both  cases  it 
was  a first  offence. 


Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

15  inspections  of  meat  and  other  foods  were  carried  out  during 
the  year  at  retail  shops  and  canteens  and  weight  of  food  condemned 
amounted  to  lcwt.  4st.  6 lbs. 


Food  condemned  : — 

Miscellaneous  Tinned  Foods 

Tinned  Meat 

Dried  Fruit 

Cereal 

Meat 


3 st.  13  lbs. 
7 lbs. 

6 st. 

2 st. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  [MEAT]  REGULATIONS,  1924. 

No  formal  action  was  called  for  under  this  regulation  during 
the  year. 


MILK  & DAIRIES  [GENERAL]  REGULATIONS,  1959. 

Persons  and  premises  registered  under  the  above  orders  at 
the  year-end  are  as  follows  :■ — 

Distributors  with  retail  dairy  premises  in  the  town  4 
Retailed  purveyors  of  bottled  milk  only  . . 50 

A written  warning  was  issued  on  a producer  for  the  use  of  a 
dirty  milk  bottle  as  it  was  a first  offence. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES  ACT,  1958. 

All  private  slaughterhouses  were  closed  in  1940  on  public 
health  grounds,  since  when  no  applications  have  been  received  for 
private  slaughterhouses.  All  slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  the 
public  abattoir  of  an  adjoining  authority. 

This  arrangement  formed  the  basis  for  the  scheme  approved 
by  the  Ministry  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937-1944. 

Little  arose  during  the  year  that  calls  for  comment ; it  was 
not  possible  to  carry  out  any  routine  work. 


1 . Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  P.H.I.). 


Number  on 
Register 

3 

Number  of 

PREMISES 

1 

Inspec- 

tions 

4 

Written 

Notices 

5 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

6 

(i)  Factories  in  which  sections  1. 

2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorites 

8 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

51 

11 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out-wor- 
kers’ premises) 

7 

TOTAL 

66 

13 

2 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

rem- 

Referred 

cases 

Found 

edied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

prosecuted 

Inspector 

Inspector 

(») 

W 

(5) 

(6) 

(?) 

Waut  of  cleanliness 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Overcrowding  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  insufficient 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

TOTAL 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Outworkers. 

No.  notified  ....  1 — for  making  of  wearing  apparel. 

6 — for  making  of  paper  bags. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949-52. 


No  formal  action  had  to  be  taken  during  the  year  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Act.  No  unusual  infestations  occurred,  infest- 
ation of  houses  was  largely  of  a sporadic  nature  but  trouble  still 
continues  to  be  experienced  on  new  housing  sites  on  what  had 
been  virgin  farm  land. 


Types  of  infested  areas  dealt  with  other  than  houses  are  as 
below  : — 


Industrial  premises 
Tips 

Allotments 

Hospitals 


7 Recreation  Grounds 
3 Food  Shops 
1 Building  Sites  . . 

1 Licensed  Premises 


No.  of  dead  rats  recovered — poison  629 

— traps  12  Total  641 

No.  of  dead  mice  recovered  — 6. 


1 

3 

3 

1 
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TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 


(0 

Local 

Author- 

ity 

No 

(*) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(inch 

Council 

Houses) 

n-Agriculturs 

(3) 

All  other 
(inch 
Business 
Premises) 

il 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols. 
(I).  (2) 

& (3) 

Agricultural  0 | 

I No.  of  properties  in  Local  Author- 
ity’s District 

190 

5108 

616 

5914 

5 

II  No.  of  properties  inspected  as  a 
result  of  : — 

(a)  Notification 

8 

41 

13 

62 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act . . 

7 

1 

1 

9 

— 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when  visited 
primarily  for  some  other  pur- 
pose) 

_ 

3 



3 

_ 

III  Total  inspections  carried  out — 
including  re-inspections  (to  be  com- 
pleted only  if  figures  are  readily 
available) 

515 

191 

102 

808 

IV  No.  of  properties  inspected  (in 
Sec.  II)  which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by  : — 

( Major.  . 

( n\  T?  o 4-o  ) 

10 

3 

13 

V"7  ^ -j 

1 Minor 

4 

20 

7 

31 

— 

( b ) Mice 

' Major.  . 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

, Minor.  . 

1 

41 

2 

44 

— 

V No.  of  infested  properties  (in  Sec. 
IV)  treated  by  the  L.A.  (Figures 
should  NOT  exceed  those  given  at 
Sec.  IV)  

13 

60 

n 

87 

VI  Total  treatments  carried  out — 
including  re-treatments.  (To  be 
completed  only  if  figures  are  readily 
available) 

18 

68 

24 

110 

VII  No.  of  notices  served  under  Sec. 

4 of  the  Act : — 

(a)  Treatment 

_ 

. 



_ 



( b ) Structural  Work  (i.e.,  Proofing) 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

VIII  No.  of  cases  in  which  default 
action  was  taken  following  the  issue 
of  a notice  under  Sec.  4 of  the  Act 

_ 

_ 



_ 



IX  Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

X No.  of  “Block”  control  schemes 
carried  out  . . 

2 

_ 







APPENDIX 


SH.UJI9  3AI1  000‘ I >13d  31V*  All1Vl*OW  INVdNI 


1942  1943  1945  1947  1949  1951  1953  1954  1955  1956  1957  1958  1959  I960  1961 


. 


STANDARD  DEPOSIT  GAUGES. 


Annual  Totals,  with  5 Year  Averages,  Tons  per  Square  Mile. 


GRAY  SQUARE  GAUGE  — CLASSIFICATION  SEMI-INDUSTRIAL.  NEW  CEMETERY  GAUGE  — CLASSIFICATION  RESIDENTIAL. 
INSOLUBLE  DEPOSITS.  INSOLUBLE  DEPOSITS. 


Year 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961* 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961| 

Amount 

159.5 

182.9 

144.0 

146.4 

109.7 

121.0 

122.5 

119.6 

101.0 

121.0 

125.0 

78.8 

96.0 

80.5 

56.0 

63.8 

84.6 

59.0 

78.1 

41.8 

75.2 

57.67 

5-yearly 

Average 

— 

— 

— 

— 

148.5 

140.8 

128.8 

123.9 

114.8 

117.1 

— 

' 

— 

— 

75.0 

76.2 

68.8 

68.3 

65.5 

67.8 

— 

Rain 

28.4" 

19.4" 

14.3" 

25.5" 

15.2" 

22.3" 

19.1" 

23.7" 

16.3" 

24.0" 

16.5"* 

30.6" 

21.7" 

16.7" 

25.4" 

18.2" 

22 . 7" 

21.6" 

25.9" 

17.1" 

26.0" 

20.9"f 

TOTAL  DEPOSITS. 

TOTAL  DEPOSITS. 

Year 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961* 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961f 

Amount 

312.2 

492.8 

294.5 

341.3 

305.5 

365.0 

322.4 

309.9 

228.2 

271.3 

253.0 

181.9 

207.3 

170.7 

147.8 

187.3 

207.7 

155.5 

172.8 

107.9 

163.5 

138.3 

5-yearly 

Average 

— 

— 

T 

349.3 

359.8 

.325.7 

328.8 

308.2 

299.3 

— 

— 

— 

§j 

— 

178.8 

183.9 

173.4 

174.0 

166.2 

161.5 

— 

* Owing  to  broken  collecting  jars  only  11  months’  results, 
f Owing  to  broken  collecting  jars  only  10  months’  results. 


LEAD  PEROXIDE  GAUGE  — GIBB  SQUARE  SEMI-INDUSTRIAL. 
MILLIGRAMS  S03  DAY  PER  100  sq.  cm.  LEAD  PEROXIDE. 


Year 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

Amount 

24.0 

22.3 

18.9 

19.8 

19.5 

Health  Department, 
Hartlepool. 


. 


. 

. 


